376      A Frenchman's credulity when abroad. [Oct. is.
Young Col told us he could run down a greyhound; 'for (said he,) the dog runs himself out of breath, by going too quick, and then I get up with him1.' I accounted for his advantage over the dog, by remarking that Col had the faculty of reason, and knew how to moderate his pace, which the dog had not sense enough to do. Dr. Johnson said, ' He is a noble animal. He is as complete an islander as the mind can figure. He is a farmer, a sailor, a hunter, a fisher; he will run you down a dog : if any man has a fait1, it is Col. He is hospitable ; and he has an intrepidity of talk, whether he understands the subject or not. I regret that he is not more intellectual.'
Dr. Johnson observed, that there was nothing of which he would not undertake to persuade a Frenchman in a foreign country. ' I'll carry a Frenchman to St. Paul's Churchyard, and I'll tell him, " by our law you may walk half round the church; but, if you walk round the \vhole, you will be punished capitally," and he will believe me at once. Now, no Englishman would readily swallow such a thing: he would go and inquire of somebody else'.' The Frenchman's credulity, I observed, must be owing to his being accustomed to implicit submission ; whereas every Englishman reasons upon the laws of his country, and instructs his representatives, who compose the legislature.
This day was passed in looking at a small island adjoining Inchkcnncth, which afforded nothing worthy of observation; and in such social and gay entertainments as our little society could furnish.
t
1 This is not spoken of hare-coursing, where the game is taken or lost before the clog gets out of wind ; but in chasing deer with the great Highland greyhound, Col's exploit is feasible enough. WALTER SCOTT.                      * See ante, pp. 50, 126, for Monboddo's notion.
3 Mme. Riccoboni in 1767 wrote to Garrick of the French:—'Un mcnsongc grassier Ics rcvoltc. Si on voulait leur persuader que les Anglais vivent dc grcnouilles, mcuront de fairn, que leurs fcmmcs sont barbouillees, ct jurent par toutcs Ics Icttres de I'alphabet, ils levcraient les epaulcs, et s'ccriraicnt, qud sot os<-' <!crire ccs wish-cs-la? mais a Londrcs, diantre cela prcnd !' Garrick Carres, ii. 524,
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